


XXIII: Editor’s Note
Season’s greetings. It’s been awhile, I know. I wish I had a better 
excuse other than moving apartments and staying busy at my dayjob, 
and I do. But like, that stuff’s personal, omg !! 

As you can see, the snow has quite rapidly begun its melt and we’ve As you can see, the snow has quite rapidly begun its melt and we’ve 
officially entered Fake Spring! With the skipping of clocks and 
tidying of socks, another cold spell and we’ll be in one of the most 
wonderful times of the year. When the birds’ morning call harkens 
sunnys days to bloom — nature’s bud splitting open to drench the 
city in morning glory and honey dew. Countless connections, 
sparking madly, and the growth of entirely new adventures for each 
and every one of us. Some big, some small, all the same in time. 

Resign yourself to those ideals that are self-evident as good and 
permeate through our world, in all scales and translations, but do 
not rest on these morales as virtuous inventory. Pious thought 
without corresponding action is merely self-righteous baggage to 
bear. Put your name and time next to projects that align with these 
higher values and the dots will connect themselves. Enjoy Spring!-JB



Tree of the Month: 
Quaking Aspen
»Populus tremuloides is also known by many names, including Quaking aspen,
Trembling aspen, American aspen, white poplar and trembling poplar. It is the 
most widely distributed tree species in North America, spanning all of Canada,
all of the western U.S. and as far south as West Virginia and Virgina. 
»The species mainly propagates itself through root sprouts, creating extensive
clone colonies that share a single root structure, like Pando in Utah, considered
the heaviest and oldest living organism on Earth. Individual trees in thethe heaviest and oldest living organism on Earth. Individual trees in the
humid East are faster growing and shorter lived (50-60 years)
»The species is also an “aggressive pioneer species,” the U.S. Forest Service says,
readily colonizing burned areas and persisting even when subject to frequent fires.
»The common name identifiers of Quaking and Trembling
are a result of the leaves flexible, flattened petioles, which
allow them to flutter and dance in the wind. These glossy leaves,
though dull on their back, become golden-to-yellow in autumn.though dull on their back, become golden-to-yellow in autumn.
»The tree exhibits fast growth, resilience in extreme
weather and is home to many animal species, making it a key pioneer for
reforestation, climate adaptation and biodiversity. Because of these attributes,
the Quaking Aspen’s almost identical-twin, the Common/European Aspen
(Populus tremula), was named 2026 Tree of the Year by the Dr. Silvius Wodarz
Foundation for its annual award aimed at encouraging tree ID + appreciation.
»»In nature, the buds and bark supply food for snowshoe hares, moose, black
bears, cottontail rabbits, porcupines, deer, grouse and mountain beavers, which
store their logs for winter food.  Feed caterpillars for various moths/butterflies.

»“Quaking aspen … is a quintessential “foundation species” in early-successional
forest ecosystems throughout much of North America,” according to a 2013
Forest Ecology and Management research article that studied defensive
adaptations of the species. “Although subject to damage by hundreds of species
of herbivores, aspen has persisted inof herbivores, aspen has persisted in
these environments due largely to a 
suite of defense strategies.”
»But the large-scale use of Aspen to
feed livestock and wildlife, due to its
high nutritional value, has led to the
failure of aspen to regenerate in many
areas. Further, warming climate isareas. Further, warming climate is
expected to expand the range of insect
defoliators that target aspen.




